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Battle for the Shalale 
By AJ Taylor 

Last year the communities of Dublin and San Ramon witnessed the birth 

of a rivalry that is sure to burn bright for years to come. This year these 

two communities get to witness the first ever ñBattle for the Shalaleò.  

Thought up by our very own Athletic Director, Shawn McHugh, the 

Shalale (Sha-lay-LE)- an old Irish weapon- will be what the Gaels and 

the Wildcats battle for tonight.  

Dublin was victorious in last yearôs battle so the Shalale rests safely 

somewhere on the Dublin High Campus. But tonight the Shalale will be 

brought out to the field and be put up for grabs, winner take all, includ-

ing the coveted Shalale. 

The hatred Dublin High and Dougherty Valley share for each other is 

the only thing these two have in common. These two schools are so 

close to one another they might as well share a backyard fence, but aside from proximity they couldnôt be more different. 

Yes, this is a very new rivalry but before Dougherty Valley was ever finished a great rivalry was in the makes. With 

storylines like the long time feud between Dublin coach Casey Moreno, and Dougherty Valley head coach Bob Spain, and the 

crushing victory Dublinôs Girls Basketball had over Dougherty Valley in last years playoffs this rivalry is deeper than just two 

schools that share a border. 

Before last year Dublin may have been the only school in the DFAL, even the Bay Area, without a rival. 

Dublin High Alumni and Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti has ñAlways felt that it was unfortunate that Dublin High didnôt 

have a real rival.ò  

Mayor Sbranti can now rest easy (or can he?) because the Dublin/Dougherty Valley rivalry is sure to be added to the 

list of great natural rivalries such as: Foothill/Amador, Las Lomas/Accalanes, Mirramonte/Campo, Livermore/Granada, and 

Monte Vista/San Ramon Valley. 

No matter what Dublinôs record the ñBattle for the Shalaleò will always be intense, and this year being the first time the Shalale 

will be up for grabs only adds to the excitement.  

The play ñMuch Ado About Nothingò by William Shakespeare is coming to a high school theater near you on Novem-

ber 12th to the 15th for only $7 dollars for students and $10 dollars for adults. The play goes on at 7 pm on Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday and at 2 Sunday.  

ñMuch to Ado About Nothingò is a wonderful Shakespearian Comedy and no one should miss it. It is rare when such a 

good play graces our theatre,ò said Tim Blair who plays the role of Don Pedro. 

The play is a comedy about a man named Don Pedro and his army returning from war and Don Pedroôs best soldier 

Benedick who flirts by teasing with Beatrice. Beatriceôs cousin Hero falls in love with Benedickôs best friend Claudio so Don 

Pedro helps Claudio woo Hero and Heroôs father Leanato to allow Claudio to marry her. Don Pedroôs brother Don John hears 

about Claudio and Heroôs wedding and sets out to ruin it. Throw in a bumbling night watch and hilarity ensues.  

 

Continued on page 2 

Much Ado About Nothing 
By Daniel Cole 
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 With its affordable prices, low-fat ingredients, and unlimited top-

pings, Yogurtland has become the number one frozen yogurt shop among 

Dublin High students. Recently, this delicious frozen yogurt became avail-

able on campus.  

 Thursday, November 5 was the first day DHS sold Yogurtland yo-

gurt to students after school. Chocolate, strawberry, blueberry, vanilla, and 

mango were the flavors available to students. Toppings included Captain 

Crunch, Oreos, chocolate chips, nuts, M&Ms, and gummy bears.  

ñItôs so much easier to have Yogurtland available after school instead of go-

ing all the way to San Ramon! It is really convenient,ò said Emily Edlund.  

Having frozen yogurt after school isnôt just a pleasure for students, Dublin 

High made money off of selling the yogurt. One serving cost students three 

dollars and twenty percent of the profits were given back to Dublin High as a fundraiser. Think about it, with every bite you take 

youôre making money for Dublin High, and saving money on gas! 

 ñThe frozen yogurt was delicious! Itôs great to be able to eat frozen yogurt while participating in a fundraiser for the 

school,ò said Nicole Morano.  

If you missed the frozen yogurt make sure to purchase some next week. The school will be selling Yogurtland every 

Thursday after school in front of student activities.  

At Yogurtland, you serve yourself and then pile on the toppings. The cashier then 

weighs your cup. At Dublin High, students can pay a flat rate of three dollars and receive a fairly good size serving. Since there 

are no scales, you can pile on as many toppings as you wish and still pay three bucks.  

 Eating your frozen yogurt at school is also good for the environment. Instead of multiple cars of students taking the free-

way all the way to San Ramon to enjoy some frozen yogurt, everyone can enjoy it without getting in a car. You can also socialize 

with friends after school while enjoying the frozen treat.  

 This Thursday after school participate in a DHS fundraiser, save gas, and help the environment by enjoying some Yo-

gurtland frozen yogurt for three dollars in the commons! 

I Scream, You Scream, We all 

Scream for Yogurt! 
By Elizabeth Beasley 

 This past Wednesday, we honored Veterans Day and all of 

those who have served in the war effort. November 11th is the day every 

year that Veterans Day is on. A common misconception about Veterans 

Day is that people think that itôs for those who have died on behalf of 

protecting our country. But actually, itôs meant to honor all those who 

have served whether theyôre living or not.  

 Veterans Day was derived from Armistice Day. It was started at 

11:00 on November 11th, 1918 when World War I was brought to an 

end. It was meant to remember all of those who had sacrificed and 

served in the war effort during World War I. It was said to have been the 

ñwar to end all wars.ò  Armistice Day became a national holiday for all 

Americans in 1938.  

 In 1953, a city in Kansas referred to Armistice Day as Veterans 

Day to honor the veterans in their own town. Congress passed the bill of 

renaming Armistice Day. In 1954, November 11th would now be referred 

to as ñVeterans Day,ò honoring all soldiers and military personnel from 

any war. 

 So this past Wednesday, in addition to having the day off, letôs 

hope you thanked a veteran, or even took a brief moment to think about 

one, because itôs these individuals who help guarantee us the freedom 

that we enjoy. 

Salute: A Tribute to Veterans Day 
By Brian Cahn 

On Thursday and Saturday, Benedick is 

played by James Sievers, and on Friday and Sunday by 

Devin DeCairie.  Beatrice is played by Victoria Cota 

on Thursday and Saturday, and on Friday on Sunday 

by Marina Fielder. Claudio is played by Nate Bennet 

on Thursday and Saturday, and on Friday and Sunday 

by Chris Harral. Hero is played by Alexis Neieffer on 

Thursday and Saturday, and on Friday and Sunday by 

Tyler Bradley. On all four nights, Don Pedro is played 

by Tim Blair and Leanato is played by Kevin Cappa, 

while Don John will be played by Ronil Bhatia.  

ñI am really excited for this production. We 

have a great cast, and it is going to be an awesome 

show,ò said Kevin Cappa who plays the role of 

Leanato. 

The play sounds like it will be a hilarious production. 

Everyone should do there best to see our actors in ac-

tion.  

Continued from front page 

Much Ado  

About Nothing 
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Join GetSet now! All girls interested in engineering, science, and technology are welcome to join the GetSet program 

this year! This is a great opportunity to learn more about careers and college options. Originally known as MECCA, this program 

changed the name to Girls Exploring Technology Science and Engineering Together.  

This program is an extra-curricular enrichment program for girls in different high schools who are interested in pursuing 

a science, math, and engineering field. Each year, five tri-valley high school career centers get together and go on field trips to 

colleges, science labs, and aquariums.  

ñI joined GetSet last year and it was really fun. There were workshops on different topics like circuits, magnets, and 

lasers that got me interested,ò says Aparna Varma, a senior who is planning on majoring in electrical engineering.  

These workshops are held in different schools like Foothill and Amador. If you join this program you get to sign up for 

these workshops. However, space is limited due to the number of all tri-valley high school girls. Thatôs why itôs important to sign 

up for these workshops early on a first-come-first-serve basis.  

Nevertheless, you will be able to participate in some workshops no matter what.  

To learn more about the program try to go to the Orientation meeting on November 12th at 7:00 PM at Fallon Middle School in 

Dublin. You can also see Mrs. Poffenbarger in the Career Center if you have any questions.  

Are you ready? ñGetSetò go!  
By Julia Pak 

On October 30, 2009, famous baseball player Tim 

Lincecum was caught speeding over the freeway. He was 

stopped speeding while driving on Interstate 5, according to 

Trooper Steve Schatzel of the Washington State Patrol at 

about 8:30 in the morning. He was driving 74 mph in a 60-

mph zone.  

 What is more interesting is that the police officer 

smelled marijuana in the car and asked him to take out any 

drugs that he had in his car. Lincecum confessed that he did 

have drugs in his car and handed to the officer 3.3 grams of 

marijuana. 

 Steve Schatzel said, ñI was determined he was not 

impaired. The amount of marijuana he had is about the size 

of your thumb." 

 Schatzel also explained that he was not taken into 

custody but was only cited and released on a promise to ap-

pear in court. One of the Giants spokesmen said that the team 

was still gathering information about the situation so 

Lincecum and his agents arenôt returning any calls. The Ma-

jor League is well-known for its policy that deals with per-

formance-enhancing drugs but surprisingly, they there are no 

serious conditions for punishing players who are convicted of 

using drugs such as marijuana. Overall, his reputation will 

probably receive more punishment than the crime he commit-

ted.  

Has a Baseball Playerôs  

Career Gone Up In Smoke?  
By Christian Estropia Now that weôre into the second quarter, the school is 

abuzz with activities! Leadership has been very busy lately, plan-

ning tons of winter events, getting ready to wrap up the fall sports 

season and move on to focus on the winter athletes, and working 

on community service projects. 

If youôve paid attention to the announcements lately, 

youôll have heard all about the clothing drive. Clothes are being 

collected in 2nd period classes throug November 20, and the win-

ning class will get a breakfast party from Leadership. In addition 

to the clothing drive, Leadership is also working on organizing 

several fundraisers, such as the Yogurtland fundraiser that was 

started last week! Leadership is now selling frozen yogurt every 

Thursday after school in front of Student Activities, so be sure to 

stop by for some yummy treats! 

Before we go on Thanksgiving break, Leadership will be 

having several lunchtime activities as well. Next Thursday in the 

Commons, will be the annual ñTurkey Bowl.ò So grab some 

friends and a frozen turkey and show us your bowling skills! 

Also, next Friday is Kid ñRecessò Day, and students are encour-

aged to remember their childhood by coming to school dressed as 

young kids. Then at lunch, join us in the Commons again to play 

hopscotch and four-square! 

And of course, seniors are busy working on Mr. Dublin, 

which will be taking place right before winter break. The guys are 

hard at work putting together their talents and acts, and the show 

is sure to entertain. So keep an eye out for all of these exciting 

events and more! 

Leadership Update 
By Ravali Reddy 
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You are a traveler, who has just arrived to the land of 

Federen. Sounds nerdy and cliché, right? Wrong. The land 

of Federen is not just a land filled with adventure and pow-

erful magic, but the spiritual successor to Baldurôs Gate. 

This means that in addition to crafting complex characters, 

you will guide them through their origins, and create every 

detail of their background. Every decision will affect your 

character: every path, every turn, and every choice. 

Roll-playing games (RPGs) are among the most popular 

genres of games played today. They allow you to create 

your own story and influence it through a series of actions and decisions. Fallout 3, Far Cry 2, and Fable are only a few other 

games like this. These games often have wide expansions to explore, dozens of interesting characters to meet, and various tasks 

to accomplish. 

Dragon Age Origins takes place in a medieval-fantasy world. You can choose from three base classes and six origin 

stories at the start of the game. Then you can recruit a large party of allies and fight side by side against dragons, demons, and 

other monsterous beasts from the evil Dark Spawn. 

One of the gameôs most interesting perks is the depth of the characters. There are thousands of dialogue choices which 

affect your relations with the characters. The characters will remember every conversation, quest, or argument you have ever had 

with them. You can create long term allies, enemies, or even romances. 

The graphics are nothing special, but the battles are filled with action. You could burn, stab, slash, bash, pelt, and disina-

grate enemies. The more you train, the stronger the skill becomes. This means that players will be rewarded for using tactics that 

work best for them. 

The game guarantees at least 50 hours of gameplay if you rush through all the main quests as fast as possible, but if you 

want to experience the games full potential you will find unlimited fun. The deep plot can be followed through evidence found all 

over the map. 

The game is now available for PC, PS3 and Xbox 360. It runs with the best graphics and frames per second on the PC, 

but is still very good for an RPG on the console. If you like epic strategy battles, hours of gameplay, and a complex story with 

memorable characters, Dragon Age Origins is the perfect game for you. 

Dragon Age Origins 
By Alexander Gregory 

 They hail from Bradenton, Florida and are currently signed to S-

Curve Records. Every since their big hit from their self-titled album in 

2007, We the Kings has made their music popular among many pop-rock 

fans.  

The band members first met at Martha B. King Middle School in 

Bradenton, Florida; their name refers to this institution- in fact, two are 

brothers, three of the guys went to elementary school together and some 

played on the same sports teams when younger. Songs such as "Skyway 

Avenue," "August Is Over" and "This Is Our Town" speak directly to Bra-

denton locales and the culture of the resort community. Guitarist Hunter 

Thomsen even proudly sports a tattoo of the Sunshine State on his chest.   

The group began touring seriously while Travis Clark, the lead 

vocal and guitar player, Danny Duncan, who plays the drums, and Hunter 

Thomsen were in college, and they dropped out of college to do so, while Drew graduated early from high school. They com-

pleted a couple of tours with Boys Like Girls, Fall Out Boy and Self Against City while still unsigned, and landed on the Pure 

Volume Top 10 list after hiring a manager. After continuing success via Internet sites such as Myspace, the group signed to S-

Curve Records, who issued their debut self-titled album on October 2, 2007. 

The band is currently touring this fall 2009, supporting All Time Low on the Glamour Kills Tour with Hey Monday and The Fri-

day Night Boys. With the same enthusiasm and energy theyôre putting on this fall tour, theyôre expecting a new album to be re-

leased later this year. They already have a single out called ñHeaven Can Wait.ò If you havenôt heard it already, go check it out 

along with their other songs.  

We the Kings 
By Jessica Park 
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This past week, we polled your second period classes the following question and received the following answers! 

 

Which of the following is your favorite fast food restaurant? 

 

Conducted by Sarah Wolfish 

We asked you Dublin High! 

Alejandro Bueno: an amazing friend, athlete and student. Born 

April 24, 1992 in Redwood City, Alejandro has lived in Dublin his entire 

life. He attended Nielson elementary school where he became close friends 

with Tom Taugher and by the age of 4, Alejandro was running around learn-

ing to play the game of soccer. He still plays the sport today and is currently 

playing on Dublin Highôs varsity team. Not only has Alejandro learned to 

love the game of soccer, he has also picked up an interest in baseball.  

ñIôve played baseball for 7 years. I played varsity last year for soc-

cer and for baseball I played on both JV and varsity.ò  

When asked which sport he enjoyed more Alejandro stated, ñI 

couldnôt chose, they are great sports and I enjoy them both.ò 

As a senior, the plans for school and the future become an impor-

tant train of thought, especially with college applications due. This year Ale-

jandro set his goals high. 

ñI want to keep my grades up for college. I want to go to NCS for 

both soccer and baseball and overall I want to have a fun year with my 

friends!ò   

Dealing with college can get stressful and decisions are never really 

made until the last minute. 

ñI havenôt really decided, I might go to community college and 

then transfer after 2 years.ò  

The years after graduating Dublin high are different for everyone; hopefully Alejandro will have a great future and keep 

in touch with all of his friends he has made here at DHS. 

Senior Spotlight:  

Alejandro Bueno 
By Gabrielle Bettis 
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A Volley Good Season 
By David Tam 

 Last week, Kristi Nacino qualified to play at NCS with 

a score of 82 at Las Positas. She really wanted the team to drive 

up 6 hours to Arcata with her for NCS, but was still satisfied that everyone all made it to the NCS Qualifier this year as a team. 

As the season is coming to an end, she felt a little nostalgic that this would be her last year playing high school golf. Kristi has 

made many new friends through golf, and like every year, the team this year was ñalways a blast to be around.ò  

ñI could never forget those obnoxious van rides, our amusing team practices, and the traditional smiling golf cart.ò 

Sunday, on November 1, Kristi headed out to Arcata for NCS. On Sunday, Kristi played a practice round at the beautiful 

course of Baywood Country Club. Then after the round (instead of the usual team dinner at a fast-food restaurant), Kristi, her 

dad, and Coach Meredith ate at a very nice Steak Restaurant. And surprisingly, three other teams were there. At dinner, Meredith 

gave a helpful hint for tomorrowôs performance, ñJust let the Feng Shui from the trees, the environment and soak it in.ò  

Monday, the day of NCS, Kristi went back to Baywood Country Club and recognized many girls she played with over 

summer tournaments. The traditional speaker explained the rules of the tournament, and soon after he announced the cue for eve-

ryone to walk out to their designated holes for a shotgun start. Kristi started off playing alright, then one bad hole took on a 

snowball effect and the results of her golf game were very disappointing. However, you cannot change what has already hap-

pened, so she figured it was best to move on and recover. Although she knew her performance that day did not meet her expecta-

tions, she was still glad to have come this far.  

Just yesterday, there was a Team Banquet at Luckyôs Pizza. The girls were glad to see each other, and it was a pretty 

enjoyable night. Coach Meredith gave his own personal speech about each of the team members, handing us our individual 

awards. Then, Diana Walker and Kristi Nacino handed him a gift from the entire team to thank him for being such a great coach. 

In retrospect, Kristi said, ñI know I will definitely miss high school golf and all the memories that came with it. Thank you every-

one for an unforgettable season!ò 

Womenôs Golf Finale:  

NCS and Team Banquet 
By Kristi Nacino 

The Gaels will take the field on Friday, November 

13th, to compete with Dougherty Valley for an honor that 

goes beyond the football field: the Shalale. On this important 

night for Dublin, which also just so happens to be senior 

night, veteran players such as Josh Burks, Tyler Hamerick, 

Jamal Jones, Gary Feil, Thomas Nelson, and Kenny Caldira 

will look to bring in a victory for the Gaels. 

The Wildcats will come to the field with weapons 

such as Lucas Romanski, Jeremy Sites, and Donavon Taylor.  

Dougherty Valley has won two games this season, bringing 

their record to equal that of Dublinôs two and seven. Al-

though the Wildcats are winless in the DFAL, they have com-

peted in most games and even came within seven of Liver-

more who Dublin was also defeated by with a score of 27-42. 

Although all hope of NCS has been extinguished for 

both Dublin and Dougherty Valley we both look to end 2009 

with a victory.  Coach Moreno and Coach Spain have a his-

tory of football oppositions behind them and the Gaels have 

been victorious in past match ups.  This will be an important 

night for both teams as a new spark between the Gaels and 

the Wildcats will begin. 

Dublin Determined To Pull 

Off First Home Victory  
By Ross Davidson  The season is coming to an end for the Lady Gaels as 

they faced off against Alhambra on Tuesday, November 3. 

 The team had an overwhelming victory of 3-0 at Dub-

lin and it was one of the most memorable senior nights for the 

team as they congratulated Jasmine Davidson, Alexous Robin-

son, and Chereese Thomas on the court. 

 Before the game started, the teamôs coaches called 

back all of their memories of the seniors. 

 Jasmine said, ñOne of the best moments this season 

was when our coaches shared their memories about us (the sen-

iors).ò 

 Jasmine, Alexous, and Chereese are three major forces 

on the team and they will be missed as they graduate from high 

school. 

 The team has suffered a loss of ten seniors from last 

year, but that did not stop the Lady Gaels from prevailing. 

 Anaka Bamba shared, ñThis season was really good. 

Even though our record was 5-10, I still had a lot of fun making 

new friends and new experiences. I canôt wait for next year.ò 

 Anaka plays Libero for her team and her experiences 

this year will allow her to be a key player next year. 

 After the game, the varsity girls came together and 

signed their names on the game ball.  

 Frannie Ferraro, a junior outside hitter, said, ñThe best 

moment of the night is when we all put our name on the game 

ball. I will miss the seniors and I wish them good luck.ò 

 The game ball represented the teamôs unity and the 

achievements they have made this year. 

 Although the seniors will be missed, the 2010 Lady 

Gaels look to be an even stronger, united force, and plan to add 

significantly to their list of achievements next year. 
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 Only two teams, the Indianapolis Colts and the New Orleans Saints, are left in the NFL with a zero in the loss column. 

The Colts remained unbeaten this weekend, beating Houston narrowly 20-17. 

 The Colts jumped on the Texans early, scoring not once, not twice, but three times in the first quarter, leaving Houston 

with a disappointing quarter. They didnôt score at all. At 13-0 in the second quarter and at the last 56 seconds, Houston gets some 

points on the board. With a good attempted field goal by Brown, Houston now has 3 points.  

 Those three points gave Houston a boost of confidence because starting the third quarter, they scored a touchdown. It 

was pass- short right to Moats for a 1-yard touchdown. 

 Houston was even in the lead for a period of time. At the end of the quarter, they got another touchdown which put them 

in the lead 17-13. 

 However, it was a great day for the Colts as they came back stronger than Houston. Peyton Manning passed up the mid-

dle to Joseph Addai for a 2-yard touchdown. Itôs now 20-17. 

 Houston was desperate for points. QB for Houston, Schaub, passed in the middle intended for Anderson, but it was in-

tercepted. 

 Indianapolis tried to take advantage of this, but had no luck. Manning got sacked and Houston had possession again.  

 Houston was the last to have possession of the ball, and they were unlucky. They attempted a 42-yard field goal, which 

was no good and that sealed the fate of the Texans. 

 The Saints also remained perfect through eight, not winning in their trademark stunning fashion but getting it down to 

30-20. 

Still Undefeated 
By Amanda Booth 

Last Saturday, November 7th, our Dublin High Cross Country team com-

peted at the DFAL Championships held at Hidden Valley Park in Marti-

nez. This was the last race for most of the runners and everybody ran to 

win.  

Junior Shelby Nickles made Dublin High history last weekend. She placed 

third in the Girlsô Varsity Race, making 1st Team All-DFAL for the second 

year in a row. Shelby was the first female ever in Dublin Gael history to 

both place and to make 1st Team All-DFAL. Shelby has high hopes for 

NCS. She says, ñIôd say my race went really well and I hope I can do even 

better at NCS and be able to get to State this year.ò By the way she has 

been running this season, making State Championships definitely seems to 

be within her reach. 

Freshman Alex Ott placed eleventh in the Boysô Varsity Race, making 2nd 

Team All-DFAL. Alex also made school history last Saturday. He was the 

first freshman ever to make the 2nd Team All-DFAL. Teammate Taylor 

Fulwiler says, ñAlex ran really well at DFAL and heôs only going to get better from here.ò Alex shows major potential as a cross 

country runner. There is no doubt that he will help bring Dublin Cross Country to the top in the coming years. 

The team overall showed a lot of improvement. Twenty-nine out of the 36 Gaels that raced ran their best race of the sea-

son at Hidden Valley. Senior Jaclyn Liu improved her time by 2:33 from her last year DFAL time on the 3-mile Varsity course. 

Junior Eric Yun ran 36 seconds per mile faster on the 3-mile Varsity course than his last year DFAL time on the 2-mile course. 

Freshman Ryan Durflinger ran 1:55 faster than his previous best at Hidden Valley. Freshman Robyn Rowell ran 2:19 faster than 

her previous best at Hidden Valley. 

Coach Williams is clearly proud of his team. He states, ñThe student athletes really competed and raced very well.  It's 

very difficult in cross country to run your best when the championships are on the line and to have so many of our team do that 

was tremendous.  It really shows how hard the student athletes have worked, how far they have come this season, and how well 

they stepped up when everything was on the line.  It made me very proud to be a Gael.ò This team couldnôt have done the amaz-

ing job they did without Coach Williams. Thank you Coach! 

North Coast Section is coming up on November 21st. Coach Williams is planning to continue the team improvement. 

ñWe are feeling really confident right now, both in how we are racing and how well we know the Hayward High School course,ò 

says Coach Williams, ñso we are expecting another great day for the Gaels.ò Be sure to support our Dublin Gaels in the coming 

days and try to come out and support the team! 

DXC Does It Again 
By Jaclyn Liu 

Dublin cheers for teammate Shelby Nickles after 

making 1st Team All-DFAL for the second year in 

a row. (Photo by Albert Ott) 
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Itôs time to play Santa again, with the Holi-

day season right around the corner!  While preparing 

for festivities to begin, many people are diving in 

their bank accounts to go holiday shopping! I asked 

a couple of people what they thought a good gift for 

their significant other would be. ñSomething home-

made because it comes from the heart,ò said Aryel 

Amin. I also asked what people thought was a good 

amount to spend per person. Ally Powk said, 

ñBetween $15-20 per personò. If you take a trip to 

the mall, they already have the holiday spirit; the 

tree is up and many retail stores are playing seasonal 

tunes. Is it too early? Especially with the economy 

down, many people are reluctant to spend their 

money.  

Are retailers pushing people to start shop-

ping early due to the economy? I think itôs a great 

ideaðgetting people to spend money is key to 

boosting the economy. Many people around the U.S. 

are cutting their traditions by not traveling to other 

states and celebrating with immediate family mem-

bers. Also, many people are giving smaller gifts to 

young children rather than bigger ones. Because so 

many are cutting back for the 2009 holidays, itôs sad 

to see so many people panicking about their jobs. So 

for this season, take a deep breath, take your mind 

off the economy and just be grateful. Spend time at 

home with your family. It shouldnôt matter on the 

gifts just as long as you have each other. Maybe this 

season will boost our economy! 

ôTis the Season To Be 

Jolly!  
By Michaela Brummer This week, the beloved childrenôs television show, Sesame Street, 

turns 40. This classic series has taught little children everything from traf-

fic safety to manners to counting. While some adults are reminiscing of 

Ernieôs ñRubber Duckyò Song, others are scrutinizing Oscar the Grouch 

for his crazy antics. Oscar the Grouch may not be the worldôs friendliest 

monster, but he still is an innocent TV show character, right? Wrong. Ac-

cording to recent breakouts in the news, our furry little green friend is be-

ing accused of a political subliminal message scam. 

Parents are in uproar over a recently discovered video where 

Oscar makes a jab at Fox News. While reporting for his own broadcasting 

network, Grouch News Network (creatively given the title ñGNNò), Oscar 

is interviewing royalty and is hugged and kissed by these high-class mup-

pets. Due to the lack of grouchniess in his interview, Oscar receives a call 

from an angry viewer. The viewer yells at Oscar and claims that from now 

on she will watch a more trashy news channel, Pox News.  

 This innocent 30 second video is being heavily scrutinized for 

implying CNN is better than Fox news to young minds.  Parents feel that 

Sesame Street is forcing Left views onto their children; their young minds 

are still being formed and they donôt want their children to be influenced 

by politics this early.  Despite these parentsô complaints, the creators of 

Sesame Street are not adding fuel to the fire.  They believe that this simple, 

innocent sketch does not jab at Fox News and does not push Left beliefs 

onto its young viewers. 

 It is a very sad day when Sesame Street is being banned in house-

holds across the nation.  Sesame Street lets children learn and grow while 

having fun.  This little humorous sketch was not created to force Left 

views onto its young viewers, but rather add some wittiness to its show.  

Parents are over-reacting ï their children arenôt capable of making the con-

nection between GNN and CNN and Pox News and Fox News nor are they 

able to understand the difference between the two broadcasting stations.  

Parentsô reactions are clouding this showôs dependence on inspiring chil-

dren to grow for unnecessary reasons. 

Now thatôs Punny! 
By Blaire Wyatt 

Much Ado About Nothing 
November 12-15 
Thursday: 7 P.M. 

Friday: 7 P.M. 

Saturday: 7 P.M. 

Sunday: 2 P.M. 

 

Adults  $10 

Students  $7 


